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What the candidates
aren't talking about

W2 continue to spend
$300 billion a year on what
we call defense - as much in
real dollars as during the
heart of the Cold War, and a
figure that, when added to
costs still being paid from
past wars and weapons
buildups, accounts for nearly
half of all discretionary feder-
al spending. But I bet you
haven’t heard any political
candidates seriously address
this subject. Yes, we're reach-
ing the end of another long
campaign season and ner-
vously awaiting the selection
of our country’s future lead-
ers.

As we frantically wade
through various voter pam-
phlets and examine each can-
didate and every ballot mea-

sure, I trust we’ll patiently
and carefully consider the
leadership qualities of those
we elect to public office. How
will their priorities compare
to our priorities? Will they
tell us we can’t afford to pro-
vide health care for all our
children and then continue
building prisons? Will they
tell us we can’t afford to
ensure that our children
attend adequate schools and
then continue sending rock-
ets into space? Will they tell
us we can’t afford decent and
safe housing for all
Americans and then continue
research on cloning animals?
Enough resources exist in
America to meet our public
needs. But we must reform
the policies and institutions
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that allow our society, in the
words of economist John
Kenneth Galbraith, to be
dominated by "private afflu-
ence and public squalor”. It’s
simply a matter of priorities.

may seem abstract, they nev-
ertheless represent the com-
mon resources of our society
- resources that could sup-
port better schools, efficient
mass transit, low-income
housing, community invest-
ment corporations, inspiring
arts programs, universal
health care, or a serious
investment in repairing the
environment. (Consider this:
for less than half of the tax
cuts that Congress gave cor-
porations and wealthy indi-
viduals in the 1990’s alone,
we could bring the health,
nutrition, and educational
standards of every child in
America up to European
standards)! Just imagine
what we could accomplish in

Continued on page 13
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And while budget numbers

Four voices urge us to participate

A discussion has been going on about the most effective way for Black people to use their votes on the Oregon
Assembly for Black Affairs listserv. The African American Voice only comes out once a month, and only had
room to report out three of the opinions. Join the listserv, hear them all, and put in your two cents worth as
well. For more information see the article OABA on page 17.

* Nader gets my vote ® We don’t need a 'benevolent man’
* Elect the lesser of two evils ® I came to the dance with Al

Nader gets my vote

From: James
[SMTP:posej@jps.net]
Sent: Sunday, October 08,
2000 7:41 AM

Subject: (Nader gets my vote)

Posey

As a life long Democrat,
and before it’s too late, I
needed to take a moment to
register my concern about
Black people continuing to
vote for the Democratic or
Republican tickets. It is a cry-
ing shame to watch this hap-
pen again and again each
political season.

Admittedly the |

Democrats do a better job of
at least of paying lip service
to Black issues, but in the
final analysis they fall far
short of attempting to
address the systemic prob-
lems afflicting the Black com-
munity. This is especially true
regarding economic issues.

The Republicans talk about
notions of trickle down, but
the democrats have become
masters of its implementa-
tion. The implication for
Blacks is that the Democrats,
even more than the
Republicans, are assuring the
country at large that there
will be no redistribution of
wealth. And that in spite of
what they say, they intend to
maintain the economic status
quo in favor of whites.
Interestingly enough they
have enlisted the support of
most prominent Blacks to this

NS

O

end. It is really annoying to
see groups like the New
Party, OABA and others try-
ing to get Blacks. to vote for
Democrats when they know
this party is using Black peo-
ple like a worn-out leather
shoe.

Conversely,- these groups
and others are only hinting
that Ralph Nader is really the
only viable candidate that
Blacks could comfortably
support. He is the only one
who would attempt to
change this system in a way

Continued on page 10
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CONTEST

Leaders we have
known and
admired

Who is this woman?

Ask your parents, ask
your teachers, ask a librari-
an, ask your community
leaders.

At the end of a year's issues,
will you know the name of
each leader?

Youth who write a
short article for the history
page earn $25 if accepted
for publication.

NEW FINANCIAL
CONTRIBUTORS

We wish to thank:

Believers $1 - $49
Mary Armantrout
Marlin Clark

Jeanette Kirishian

Subscribers $20

Mary Cosgriff,
Principal Financial Group

Vickie Countryman,
Spokane School District #81

East Valley School District

Anna Gonzales-Nokes,
Gonzaga University

William V. Meshack, Jr.

William T. Olson,
- Effective Managemefit
Systems Corp.

James Rhodes

Rev. Canon Charles Wood

The Spokane African-American Voice

Candidates accent the positive for campaign’s final days

BY ANTHONY BRADLEY

The mayoral candidates
were on their best behavior
and agreed on issues as
diverse as the city attorney,
neighborhood councils, and
property taxes. John Talbott
and John Powers got together
at Gonzaga Preparatory
School October 22 for one of
their last debates before the
election.

The two candidates,
incumbent John Talbott and
newcomer John Powers,
agreed that the representa-
tives from the neighborhood
councils should report to the
city council and the council
president. Both said they
would work closely with the

city council. The candidates
agreed that it was time for a
change in the City Attorney’s
office. Talbott cited the lack
of attention given to current
neighborhood issues. Powers
concurred, and acknowl-
edged that city manager
Henry Miggins’ decision to
retain Jim Sloane to assist in
the transition to a strong
form of government was best
for the city. Jim Sloane, the
city attorney since 1979,
recently received a no confi-
dence vote from the city
council. The candidates also
agreed that there would
probably be a property tax
hike. Due to the fallout of
Initiative 695 the city is fac-

ing a budget shortfall of 6.5
million. Powers felt that no
leader enjoyed raising taxes
but if he could regain the
people’s trust in city govern-
ment he could motivate
them to act. Talbott agreed
with the possibility of a tax
hike. "It depends on the
demands the people put on
the government," he said.
The candidates, poised to
make their final solicitation
for votes, did not mention
any of the negativity that has
been a part of the campaign.
In September, the two candi-
dates became involved in a
bumping incident before the
primary. Powers accused
Talbott of blocking an exit as

he tried to leave. Talbott does
acknowledge the bumping,
but will not admit to bump-
ing or being bumped.

Powers has been the sub-
ject of a mail and radio cam-
paign by Citizens for Fair
and Open Government. The
advertisement asked the
question, what do we really
know about John Powers? It
also said we should question
Powers involvement in the
River Park Square Project.
Powers attributed the ads to
Talbott. Talbott informed the
public that he had no ties to
the citizen group and that he
had received negative press

Continued on page 8

Thin Air Radio Project meeting

Do you value free speech,
free and full access to news
and information? Now you
have a chance to take back the
public airwaves. Come to a
briefing meeting for the Thin
Air Radio Project Wednesday
Nov. 8 at 7 pm at the Center
for Justice (423 W. First).

The Federal
Communications

Commission recently allowed
radio frequency space for
small community radio sta-
tions. Thin Air will be
Spokane’s first progressive
listener-supported, non-cor-
porate, 100-watt FM commu-
nity radio station. Lupito
Flores, Lucy Lennox, and
Rusty Nelson invite you to be
part of it. Develop your own

programs, broadcast the
music you want to hear, pro-
duce you own news hour.

Intrigued? Come to the
briefing meeting, ask ques-
tions, get involved at any
level you like. This will be
your radio station.

Thin Air news and pubhc
affairs programming shall
place an emphasis on provid-

ing a forum for non-corporate
and neglected, progressive
perspectives on important
local, national and global
issues, reflecting values of
peace, social, economic and
environmental justice, human
rights, democracy, multicul-
turalism, freedom of expres-
sion and social change. While

Continued on page 11

A A Voice Drop Points

Churches:
Bethel

Calvary

Full Gospel

Holy Temple Mt. Zion
Morning Star

Mt. Olive

New Hope
Refreshing Spring
Salvation Inn
Solid Rock

St. Matthew’s

Zion Temple

Other Drop Sites

Art By Yourself

Casey Family Partners

CCS Institute for Extended
Learning

Central Washington Univ.

Chicken N More

Children’s NETT

Crosswalk

Department of Children and
Family Services
Global Folk Art
All Public Library branches
East Central Comm.Center
East Central Comm. SDA
Eastern State Hospital
Volunteer Services
EWU African American
Education Program
Excell Stores

L

Publishers:

Writers

Anthony Bradley
Victor E. Buksbazen
Robert C. Williamson
 Jose Gutierrez

Robert and Dlane Lloyd

. . Qﬁe Spokane, Pullman
' ﬂlfrzcan»ﬂmertcan Toice

PMB 145 2920 S. Grand Blvd.
Spokane WA 99203-2530

(509) 455-8274 Fax: 455-8489
e-mail rlloyd@cet com
‘ Edltor:, Qp_gn, :
Contributors ' Suf)poft Services
Arkame B. Curry Ayofemi Oseye
Bob Glaza Dwight Cummings
~ Stoakley L‘ioyd . .
. Kevm Taylor '

Fairchild Air Force Base

African American Club

Gonzaga Univ. Unity House |

Group Health(Lidgerwood)

Hampton Institute

Jantz High School

Jose Vigil Imagemakers

Juvenile Court

Larry’s Barber and Styling

MLK Center

North East Community

Center

North Idaho College

Moon Shadow

Salon East

SCAN

SCC Multicultural

SCC Single Parent Program

SFCC Multicultural

The Shop

Spokane City Hall..*

Spokane Mental Health

TASC '

Universityof Idaho
Multicultural

University of Washington

Washington State University
Multicultural-

West Central Comm.Center

Western Washington Univ.
Multicultural |

Whitworth Multicultural

Yokes (Sprague & Sullivan)
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Flynn and Clear endorse Tom Keefe

After the September pri-
mary, two former candidates
for the 5th Congressional dis-
trict nomination threw their
support to George
Nethercutt’s strongest chal-
lenger Tom Keefe, who won
the Democratic nomination
with 21% of the vote.

"It’s time we look at the
man, rather than the party."
said Republican Richard
Clear on September 22. "If we
want better legislation out of
Washington, DC, we need
better people. I would rather
disagree with someone on

some issues and know that he
would back them up, than
vote for someone who tells
me what I want to hear. I will
take character over agenda
every day. In getting to know
Tom Keefe, I appreciated that
he was always a gentleman

on the campaign trail and a
dedicated family man. I know
that he’ll be looking for bipar-
tisan answers for what ails
the 5th district.”

On September 29th Tom
Flynn, who had sought the
Democratic nomination, also

endorsed Tom Keefe in a
show of Democratic unity
and support. "Tom and I
share the same goals - repre-
senting working families,
ensuring livable wage jobs,
adding prescription drug
coverage to Medicare, and
protecting Social Security."
The primary results and
recent endorsements have
drawn both local and nation-
al attention to the race, which
is listed among the top 32
competitive races in the coun-
try by National Journal’s
"House Race Hotline", and

the Wall Street Journal’s
"Washington Wire" says that
Nethercutt’s broken term-
limit pledge "may cost him
his seat," according to a
recent press release from the
Keefe campaign.

Flynn and Clear are only
the latest in an impressive list
of Keefe endorsements.
Former senator and presiden-
tial candidate Bill Bradley,
Congressman Norman Dicks
(WA-6), Mrs. Warren G.
Magnuson, and the
Spokesman-Review have also
expressed their strong sup-
port.

World A

The World AIDS Day
Committee is working to pro-
mote a moment of silence
within the community and
the schools at 9:00 am on
December 1st with the con-
current tolling of the bells
within the community. The
bells of the city will toll 19
times to acknowledge the 19
years that have passed since
the HIV/AIDS crisis was
identified.

Also in honor of the 12th
annual World AIDS Day,
Gonzaga University will host
a collection of panels from the
Names Project Foundation
AIDS Memorial Quilt honor-
ing those Inland Northwest
residents who have suc-
cumbed to this epidemic. The
Quilt will be on display in the
Spokane Room of the COG
from December 1st through
3rd.

The World AIDS
Committee invites the com-
munity to join them on
December 1st at 7 pm at the
Crosby Student Center in a
Celebration of Life and
Candlelight Vigil prior to the
opening of the Quilt.

World AIDS Day aims to
increase awareness of the
magnitude of the HIV/AIDS
crisis globally and in the US
despite new hope in treat-

ids Day

ment. Ending the silence
about HIV/AIDS will stimu-
late the development of new
programs for young people to
minimize their vulnerability
to HIV and reduce the stigma
and discrimination surround-
ing the epidemic. "Hosting
the quilt here in Spokane is a
fitting way to remember those
friends and family lost to the
disease while promoting
attention and awareness to an
epidemic that hasn't left us
yet," says Joe Sullivan, who
serves on the local committee.
"We have a rare opportunity
to bring our community
together in remembrance in
order to build our strength for
future battles."

As of this year, nearly 40
million men, women and chil-
dren worldwide were esti-
mated to be living with
HIV/AIDS. All communities
are affected by the continuing
spread of AIDS.

In 1987, a small group of
strangers gathered in a San
Francisco storefront to docu-
ment the lives they feared his-
tory would neglect. Their goal
was to create a memorial for
those who had died of AIDS,
and to thereby help people
understand the devastating
impact of the disease. Today,
more than 13 years later, the

SPOKANE, WA %20
{508) 534-4483

Observe

Quilt is a powerful visual
reminder of the AIDS pan-
demic. Over 41,000 individual
3-by-6-foot memorial panels,
each one commemorating the
life of someone who has died
of AIDS-have been sewn
together by loved ones.

The Quilt Display and the
World AIDS Day efforts are
sponsored by the Gonzaga
University General Student
Body Association and the local
World AIDS Day committee.

Congressional
Voting Records on
Key Gun Issues

Hand Gun Control, an
organization dedicated to
increasing licensing, regis-
tration and safety precau-
tions for gun handling and
storage, has been tracking
the voting records of con-
gressman on these issues
since 1988.

Senator Slade Gorton
voted with Handgun
Control (HCI) only 3 out of

19 times. Senator Patty
Murray voted with HCI on
every vote.

RepubPeean
Congressman George
Nethercutt voted with HCI
once of the 6 votes taken
since he has been in office,
Jack Metcalf 3 out of 6, Doc
Hastings 1 out of 6, Jennifer
Dunn 2 out of 11. Of the
Democrats Norman Dicks
voted with HCI 16 of 16
votes, Jim McDermott 15 out
of 15, Jay Inslee 5 out of 5,
Brian Baird 4 out of 5, Adam
Smith 3 out of 5.

For our community!

Vote * Participate % Organize % Agitate...

* Paid for by the Campaign for Lisa Brown % 3rd District Democrat %
1428 W. 14th Ave., Spokane, WA 99204 % (509) 370-4970

www.votelisabrown.com

’_ Senato.r
b _Lisa
Brown
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BRINGING THE SPIRIT OF WOMAD HOME

By PATSY WHITE

What can we do to make
our annual summer event,
Unity in the Community,
even better? Reflecting on
Charle Ella Stoakley’s elo-
quent suggestions (AAV;
August , 2000), and having
just attended the third
WOMAD-USA Festival, one
answer is clear: Let’s invite
performers from every ethnic
background we can find that
live in our area to share their
music and dance at Unity in
the Community. Here in
Spokane we can let music be
the solvent that dissolves lan-

guage, race, and political bar-
riers, and allows us to cele-
brate one another, our differ-
ences, and what we share in
common.

This summer music and
dance from Africa, South
America, Asia, the South
Seas, Europe, the Middle
East, and North America joy-
fully exploded during the last
weekend in July in Redmond,
WA. The colorful event was
the 3rd Annual WOMAD-
USA Festival of Music and
Dance. These festivals were
started by British singer-
songwriter Peter Gabriel 10

J

CHILDREN’S OPEN CALL

AUDITIONS

N

MONDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2000 « 5:30PM

National Tour to Perform at the Spokane Opera House

Needs 2 boys to perform with show for
Spokane performances — December 5-10, 2000

SEEKING

Two (2] African-American Boys Ages 4-6
Height No Taller than 40" (3’4”)
For The Role of “Little Coalhouse”
in RAGTIME - THE MUSICAL

WESTCOAST ENTERTAINMENT

AUDITION INFORMATION

Children accompanied by a parent/guardian may register in person
at 5:30 p.m. Auditioners will be seen on a first come,
first served basis commencing at approximately 6:00 p.m.

Auditions to be held at the Spokane Opera House

For more information call:
777-6303

This is a non-speaking role. A.E.A. Production minimum.

years ago as a way to cele-
brate the infinitely varied
DIVERSITY of human expres-
sion, while finding UNITY
through something common
to all peoples - music and
dance!

WOMAD provides an
unforgettable experience. It
works on people’s hearts so
the ability to hate those who
look different from us is
replaced by curiosity and a
willingness to share and
enjoy.

Highlights of this year’s
WOMAD festival included
Ali Farka Toure, guitar giant
from Mali, legendary South
African singer and Freedom
Fighter Miriam Makeba,
Bonnie Raitt , Los Lobos, and

many other wonderful
groups. (Check out
www.womadusa.com for fes-
tival highlights.) This
reviewer especially liked
Senegalese rappers Positive
Black Soul, the mysterious
and saucy Tuareg musicians
from Mali, Tarita from
Madagascar, and Hun-Huur
Tu, throat singers from Tuva.
The hottest AND smoothest
group was Wendo Solokoy
and his fellow septuagenari-
ans, playing Congolese rhum-
ba.

Special "WOMAD
Moments" included the shar-
ing of food and music among
old and new friends in the
festival-goers car-camp global
parking lot village. Another

special moment came watch-
ing Arab and Israeli musi-
cians jamming together, trad-
ing harmonious lead lines
during the Grand Jam at the
end of the Festival.

WOMAD festivals travel
the world, and the magic of
music and dance works
everywhere. Let us in the
Spokane area actively seek
out the talent and traditions
from the many different cul-
tures now living together in
this region, and invite every-
one to share their music and
dance at the next Unity in the
Community picnic.

I hope Ms. Charles
Stoakley and her friend (sis-
ter) will return to share the
day with us.

Civic holds auditions for South African play

Master Harold ... and the
Boys is an award-winning
drama by South African
playwright Athol Fugard
that exposes ‘the very
impulse and core of racism’.
The Spokane Civic Theatre in
cooperation with The Onyx
Theatre Troupe will be pre-
senting the play on the Main
Stage beginning January 12.
Auditions for the parts of 2
black men and 1 white teen
boy will be held Monday and
Tuesday, November 13 & 14
at 7 pm in the Firth J. Chew

Studio Theatre. all three char-
acters have substantial line
loads and will ultimately
need to speak with the
appropriate South African
accents. All auditioners are
requested to read the script
(available from the Civic).
Auditions are also being
held for The Hunger Shorts
by Rita Nachtmann on
Monday and Tuesday,
November 6 & 7-at 7 pm in
the Studio Theatre. Three
men and 2 women are need-
ed. The play is a collection of

Yourself

CONTEMPORARY CERAMIC STUDIO

Andrew Baucom

[ rt By

S. 122 Monroe
Spokane WA 99201
Open Tues-Sat 11 to 8
Sunday 12 - 6

Phone 509-838-8993
Fax 509-744-8917

Cell 509-939-7780
Graypotter@aol.com

"THAT'S CUTE"

Teacher Gifts And Collectables

MYRTIS M. BRADLEY
(509) 4843214

AaBbCec...

3230 E. COURTLAND AVE.
Spokane WA 99207

one-act on the subject of life’s
cravings.
For more information call
509-325-1413.

Coretta King
at YWCA
luncheon

This year’s YWCA
Women of Achievement ben-
efit luncheon on November 2
at the Spokane Convention
Center feature Coretta Scott
King, the widow of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.

This luncheon is the Y’s
major fundraiser of the year,
and recognizes women in our
community who have provid-
ed outstanding leadership in
art and culture, community
service, the professions, or
racial justice as well a Young
Woman of Achievement.

Tickets for the lunch are
$100. Proceeds go to support
YWCA programs such as the
confidential safe shelter for
women and children leaving
violent homes; the after
school program for homeless
children, and the professional
clothing bank for women re-
entering the work force.

Call the Benefit
Luncheon Information
Line 326-1190 ext. 127
for more information.
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NOTE: Events may change between the time we receive the information and we go to press. You may want to call accompanying phone numbers for confirmation.

Bertoni Jones
work exhibited

Bertoni Jones, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Bernard Jones of
Spokane, is exhibiting his
mixed media work at Out of
Our Minds Gallery, 828 W.
Sprague from Nov. 10 - Dec.
9. He has previously exhibit-
ed at Cat’s Eye Gallery.

Bertoni’s work is oil
stick on wood or masonite
with mixed media elements.
It is contemporary, but
comes out of personal expe-
riences and those of his fam-
ily. One piece for example
features a black soldier in
World War II uniform
against a blue background.
Laid across the painted fig-
ure are white wooden slats
like a picket fence with the
partially obscured words "no
colored" across it. It repre-
sents the experiences of
Blacks in the South after the

war - allowed to lay down
their lives but not to get a
cup of coffee.

Bertoni doesn’t remem-
ber a time when he wasn't
carrying around a pad and
drawing. "I loved the free-
dom to do whatever I want-
ed to do on a piece of paper,”
he said. He attended
Spokane schools, took a cou-
ple of art classes at Spokane
Falls Community College
and then transferred to
Washington State University
where he received a BA in
Fine Arts and a minor in Art
History. He says he only
learned about five African
American artists in class and
had to do research on his
own to find out about others,
even those early in the histo-
ry of America.

Rap ‘edutainer’ A.K.Black
at Eastern Washington Univw.

A K. Black, a rap lyri-
cist, speaker and ‘edutain-
er’, will give a free public
concert on November 16 at
Eastern Washington
University at noon in
Showalter Auditorium.

Black, whose rap lyrics
focus on environmental and
social justice, performed at
last. February’s Black
History Month Banquet at

Eastern and is again spon-
sored by the EWU African
American Education
Program for his November
16 performance at the uni-
versity.

While on campus, he
will also speak in a class-
room and with student
groups. For more informa-
tion call Director Nancy
Nelson at 509-359-6150.

Benefit features Native
American singer

Jack Gladstone, a Native
American singer, songwriter,
and poet from Montana, will
be performing at 7 pm at the
MET in a benefit perfor-
mance for the Medicine
Wheel Academy. The
Academy is attempting to
raise the $8,000 they need to
reach - their objective of
$26,000 for the purchase of a
van for use after school tak-
ing students to cultural and
social events, speakers, and

field trips. The van is to be
one of the means by which at
risk youth can be directed to
activities that are a safe,
healthy alternatives to drug
and alcohol use.

The tickets for Jack
Gladstone’s performance are
$10 and are available at the
Bancroft Center, 1025 W.
Spofford, from Audrey Bliss
or Pam Austin (354-7110, or
at the door.

| 600 S. Richard Allen Ct. 924-3490

Pow-Wow
Nov. 3 Fri. 7 pm, Nov. 4 Sat.
Noon - 7 Kibbie Dome.

Christopher Columbus

Nov 3 Talk by Don Barlow fol-
lowed by dance exhibition.
Institute for Extended Learning
3305 W. Ft. Geo. Wright Dr.

Maya Angelou

Nov 1 Wed 7:30 PM Martin
Centre, Gonzaga Univ. Tickets
$10 - $40. Call 509-323-3548.

Coretta Scott King 5 :
YWCA Women of Achievement Univ. of Idaho events 1999 They P aid
Benefit Luncheon i for your
Nov 2 Thurs Noon YWCA bene- Skull Wars right :
fit. Donation of $100. 326-1190 Nov. 2 Thurs 7 p.m. David Hurst I :

ext. 127. Thomas, anthropology curator of
the American Museum of
Natural History in New York,

SUB Ballroom.

Vote

Blacks in Government

Nov. 17 5:30 pm Antioch
Foursquare Church 112 E First.
924-3490 for information,

Kwanzaa Celebration Planning
Mondays through Dec. 18, 5:30
pm Bethel AME Church 924-3490
for information.

‘A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY

“Service is Our Business”
301 South Washington Ave. Newport, WA 99156

1-800-366-1021

African American Graduation
planning meeting
Nov. 16 5:30 pm Emanuel Center

Fax 509-447-5658 TRAVEL@AboutThisTrip.com

http/ /:www.aboutthistrip

for information.

Jazz Trumpeter Byron Stripling
Nov 11 Sat. 8 pm with
Whitworth College Jazz
Ensemble. Cowles Aud.
Whitworth College. Tickets $10
325-SEAT or at the door.

A serene, inviting refuge from your
hurried, hectic life. This beautiful home spa,
conveniently located on the north side,
offers a fuli range of services to meet all
your skin's.needs. Personal services offered

Ronda Castillo

Native American History Month e custom facials, spa body treatrpepts/
wraps, waxing, eyebrow and eyelash tinting,
? : Aesthetician/ and peels (gentle to aggressive) to address
Tribal Sovereignty Panel Skin CareiTh it il dits
Nov 2 Thurs 12:30 pm Lair . b s
Student Center Spokane . GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
Community College Call for a menu mailed to you (509) 468-7747

Sisterlocks ™
Questions & Answers ...
Q. What is ‘Sisterlocks’?
A. Sisterlocks is a natural hair
¢ Imanagement system that allows
lwomen with tightly textured hair
[ 1to take advantage of a wide range
lof today’s hairstyles without hav-
ing to alter the natural texture of
their hair.
Q. Does this mean that once I
get Sisterlocks, I can still change
hairstyles? :
A. Yes! Sisterlocks is a lot less
limiting than extensions because it
is your natural hair. You can curl it,
braid it, wear a ponytail, cut it,
_ Ispray it or mousse it, wear bangs
and parts - You name it!
Q. How long does it take to do?
A. The initial locking process
takes about two thirds as long as
getting extensions of comparable
size. For medium length hair, this
means about seven hours. The
_Jbeauty of Sisterlocks is that tight-
Jening them as your hair grows out
is extremely simple, since there are

no extensions to remove and reset.

Information Provided By: Sisterlocks
Home Office Phone 858-569-6922:
Sisterlocks.com: .

Siva Martin
Offering Sisterlocks ®

buddyrules @earthlink.net  (509) 835-3924 _Cell:(509) 768-6392
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Opinions

Remove Felon Voting Bans

By EARL OFARI HUTCHINSON

A year ago the Sentencing
Project, a Washington DC
prison reform group, issued a
report that found that seven
states permanently barred ex-
felons from voting. With the
gaping racial disparities in
prison sentencing, the vote ban
has fallen heaviest on black
men. One out of four black
males were disenfranchised by
these laws. Civil libertarians
screamed foul and called it a
retun to Jim Crow segregation
days when Southern states rou-
tinely used poll taxes, literacy
laws, political gerrymandering,
physical harassment, threats
and intimidation to bar blacks
from the polls.

If they were appalled last
year at the number of states
that permanently ban felons
from voting, the latest report
from the Sentencing Project is
even more -appalling. It
revealed that two more states
have slapped a permanent ban
on ex-felons voting. And the
racial disparity is even greater.
Black men now account for one
out of three ex-felons barred
from the polls. Even worse, the
number of blacks disenfran-
chised by the anti-felon voting
laws will probably soar even
higher. More than 1 million
blacks are now behind bars.
The draconian drug sentencing
laws, three strikes laws, racial
profiling, and the aisparities in
prison sentencing virtually
insure that more blacks will be
arrested, convicted and sen-
tenced more harshly than
whites. The estimate is that in
the next few years 40 percent of
black men will be permanently
barred from the polls in the
states with this restriction.

This terrible, racially-
tinged policy wreaks much
havoc on African-Americans. It
drastically cuts down the num-
ber of black elected officials,
increases cynicism, if not out-
right loathing, by many young
blacks for the criminal justice
system, and deprives black
communities of vital funds and
resources for badly needed ser-
vices that result from their
increased political strength.

The rationale for keeping
and putting more felon vote
bans on the books in more
states is that they make it
rougher on lawbreakers. This is
nonsense. The US is the only

country in the world with bla-
tantly discriminatory laws that
ban a person from voting for
life based on a criminal offense.
Many of the men that are
stripped of their right to vote
are not convicted murderers,
rapists, or robbers. They are not
denied the vote because of a
court imposed sentence, since
no states require that a judge
formally bar an offender from
voting as part of a criminal sen-
tence, due to the seriousness of
the crime, or severity of the
sentence.

In fact, many offenders
don’t even serve a day in
prison. They have been convict-
ed of felonies such as auto theft
or drug possession. They are
more likely to receive a fine or

probation. Most of these -

offenders were young men
when they committed their
crimes. The chances are good
that they didn’t become career
criminals, but hold steady jobs,
raise families and are responsi-
ble members of their communi-
ties. Yet the states that stamp
them with the legal and social
stigma of being a one-time
felon deprive them of their
basic constitutional right to
vote and relegate them to sec-
ond class citizenship in perpe-
tuity. This cruelly mocks the
notion of rehabilitation and
gives lie to the fondly repeated
line that when criminals pay
their debt to society they
deserve and will get a second
chance.

While surveys show that a
majority of Americans think
that the felon voting ban is bad
policy, only a handful of civil
liberties groups and the
NAACP in Virginia and
Florida have challenged these
restrictive laws in court. At pre-
sent the only recourse that ex-
felons have in the states that
permanently bar them from
voting is to seek a pardon from
the governor. This is a dead
end for most. Governors read
the fierce public mood on
crime, and know that many
Americans consider ex-felons
pariahs that deserve any treat-
ment they get. So few ex-felons
even bother to request a par-
don.

Civil liberties groups have
urged state legislatures to
rescind the laws or at least
resist the temptation to place
new voting restrictions on the

books. The only state to heed
their call and do the right thing
is Delaware. In June lawmakers
in that state restored voting
rights to some ex-felons.

The exclusion of thousands
of blacks from the voting rolls

thirty years after the civil rights
movement waged a titanic bat-
tle to abolish Jim Crow voting
bans is worse than a travesty of
justice, it’s a horrid stain on
American democracy. It’s a
stain that state officials should

The Spokane African-American Voice
immediately wipe away.
Earl Ofari Hutchinson is the
author of The Disappearance of

Black - Leadership. email:
ehutchi344@aol.com

John Powers has "A Capital Plan" for Spokane

John Powers, who is chal-
lenging incumbent John
Talbott for the position of
Spokane’s strong mayor, sees
Spokane as the "Small
Business Capital of America’s
New West": :

"I envision Spokane
reaching new economic pros-
perity, building family wage
jobs and attacking poverty by
narrowing the gap between
the "haves" and the "have
nots" and re-establishing a
healthy middle class."

How does he propose to
do this? His plan was
detailed in a July 17 whitepa-
per on economic community
development. Following are
excerpts from that "Capital
Plan".

e City Hall must help
develop entrepreneurial
infrastructure that supports
existing Spokane businesses,
and attracts startups.

¢ (Creating) an e-govern-
ment City Hall utilizing web-
based technology will elimi-
nate red tape, streamline cus-
tomer service and ‘act as a
sponsor of new business.

e Support the creation of
an on-line small business tool

kit, with access to small busi-
ness capital resources, market
information, and small busi-
ness growth counseling.

e Work in partnership to
support, advance and ampli-
fy the efforts of the many in
our city and region that are
dedicated to a diverse and
strong economic develop-
ment. The table must be
large, round and inclusive.

*Create a marketing ori-
ented City Hall that will drive
Spokane and our region to
collectively compete with the
strength of a nation, building
a new high-powered econom-
ic engine that will deliver
broad-based benefits to all
citizens.

*By combining educa-
tion, training, and social capi-
tal with entrepreneurial infra-
structure... erase the lines
between the dot-coms and the
not-coms.

* I propose Spokane take
the lead to strengthen family
stability through formation of
a renewed economic unity for
our region .. ever mindful
that it is social capital,
healthy relationships, that

bind a community together.

* By enhancing regional
technology, we can increase
family wage jobs and grow
existing Spokane small busi-
nesses into the URM'’s,
WorldWide Packets, Telects,
West Coast Hospitality’s and
Hollister-Stier’s of the region,

e Create a cross-jurisdic-
tional regional mayors’ coun-
cil to include mayors from
Washington, Idaho, Montana,
and Canada... to inspire col-
laborative thinking to deal
with the challenges and
opportunities we share.

*Encourage our emerg-
ing regional biotech industry
and leverage our local health-
care industry, so that,
Spokane can continue on its
way to being one of the
world’s leading specialized
medical centers.

Powers closes "I ask you
to join me, in a renewed spir-
it, so that together, we can
continue our journey. Let us
unite toward a new destiny
that offers prosperity and
freedom from poverty and
under-employment. Let us
get ahead of the curve and
stay there!"
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Letters toeditor

The editor welcomes letters.
You can respond to articles or
write about any topic that
concerns you. The editor
reserves the right to edit let-
ters for language, content and
space. Write to: The editor,
The African-American Voice,
PMB 145, 2920 S. Grand,
Spokane, WA 99203. You can
also  email us  at
rlloyd@cet.com. Please
include your name and day-
time telephone number for
verification.

Gore-Vey,

My wife Shirley and I are
Jewish, as is Tim Wise, who
wrote this editorial. However,
our views of our Jewish histo-
ry, and that of our father and
grandfathers, differs dramati-
cally from that of Mr. Wise.

We feel his article por-
trays the Jewish people in a
very negative way and may
harm the relationship
between Jews and Blacks in
our community. His writing
is especially harmful to our
Jewish community because he
denigrates our patriotism. He
calls our gratitude to
America, where a Jewish boy
from a poor emigrant her-
itage can rise to be nominated
for the Vice Presidency of our
nation, "patriotic blather".
What a cruel statement!

He states that our success
comes "at the direct expense
of Black People". This terrible
condemnation of the Jewish
people is absolutely without
foundation! When we read
this inflammatory remark, we
wondered if Mr. Richard
Butler could have done as
good a job of creating nega-
tivism towards our Jewish
community.

We all have come a long
way, Black and Jew. As a
child in Spokane, we could
not live in ‘"restricted
covenanted neighborhoods"

that were off-limits to Jews as
well as Blacks. Jews could not
join certain social clubs or
golf clubs, or rise in any
important position in many
businesses. Through the six-
ties, the Jews marched proud-
ly arm in arm with their Black
brethren, fighting for civil
rights for all. For Blacks as
well as Jews, barriers have
been broken, and we now live
in a free society where the
law of the land does not per-
mit this type of discrimina-
tion.

Let us not be influenced
by the negative "self-hating"
diatribe written by Mr. Wise.
Let us instead reflect on what
has been accomplished these
last sixty years by Jewish and
Black leaders marching
together for justice - a justice
that lifts all peoples of diver-
sity together in a country
where "anything is possible".

Respectfully yours,
Larry and Shirley Grossman

Greetings!

I am a 51 year old white
male who receives your
newspaper and enjoys it very
much. I offer a quick response
to Mr. Foer's editorial. While
praising the Bush family in
the first paragraph or two, he
then proceeds to take them to
task at the end when he states
"...the best way of recognizing
black equality would be to
treat blacks (sic) like everyone
else." However, a paragraph
above that he chastises
Governor Jeb Bush for doing
exactly that when he opposes
Affirmative Action. It would
seem that Mr. Foer believes
that the black population
should be treated equally on
everything except those
issues where they have been
able to achieve preferential
treatment. Upon stating this
obvious contradiction Mr.
Foer's editorial loses every

New Hope Baptist Church

S. 409 Greene St. (corner of 4th & Greene)

Fish Fry

ounce of credibility. It is cer-
tainly not my place to tell
people of color what to
believe in. However, propo-
nents of Affirmative Action
policies need to realize that
most Whites (and more than a
few Blacks) are not buying
the argument that everything
needs to be equal except
Affirmative Action. Whether
it is fair or not, Blacks will not
gain the respect they seek and
so richly deserve until as a
group they agree that
Affirmative Action is not an
ingredient of equality. They
will stand much taller when
that occurs.

Thank you for the contin-
ued pleasure of receiving
your newspaper. I particular-
ly enjoyed the article by
Robert Williams (sic), entitled
"If you don't play the game
you cannot score”.

Sincerely,
Hal Dixon

Speaks Up for Talbott

I first met John Talbott as
an opponent in a racquetball
tournament - 1989. Neither of
us to this date can recall who
won - or won’t admit it - but
from that date it was instant
friendship. We followed each
other in pursuit of a City
Council position with one
thought in mind - participate
in local government for the
greater good of the communi-
ty. John Talbott’s attitude and
high sense of community con-
vinced me to become an ally
and supporter in his run for
Mayor. Victory came for
change!

Under the present city
manager system, John Talbott
has been acting as if the
‘Strong Mayor’ had already

been in place. He met issues
head-on - above ceremonial
greetings. His leadership pro-
vided the hiring of a new city
manager - Henry C. Miggins,
open accountability, getting

- approval to hire an internal

auditor, a street plan, re-orga-
nization and an appointed
team - last summer - to devise
a Strategic Plan for
Sustainable Economic
Development. This plan was
presented to the public
October 13, 2000 and avail-
able on the City of Spokane’s
web site.

The city manager in turn
selected Dorothy Webster to
be deputy city manager and
established a weekly news
conference for all media, TV,
radio and newsprint.
Unprecedented! His worth is
already being felt throughout
city government.

John Talbott is trying to
protect the interest of
Spokane through questioning
the funding of River Park
Square’s parking garage. The
1997 City Council voted to
use parking meter funds -
normally used for streets - to
supplement the garage even
though repeated reports to
the contrary - specifically
requested by one council
member - not to participate in
this venture. Malfeasance?

The City of Spokane filed
a lawsuit against the Parking
Consultant whose inflated
estimate for the Spokane
Downtown Foundation was
used to sell $31.5 million in
tax-exempt bonds. One of the
issues - among others - in this
lawsuit (now filed indepen-
dently by other petitioners)
has to do with the Spokane
Downtown Foundation’s arti-
cles of incorporation as non-
profit under 501(c)(3).

November 2000 Paée :

KXLYTV/CAMAS maga-
zine.com reported this foun-
dation incorporated but did
not file with the I.R.S. for a
federal tax status. Also
reported was that Duane
Swinton - a registered agent
for the Foundation - is also
the attorney for the develop-
er. Further connection
revealed that Michael
Ormsby. who also serves as a
registered agent and legal
counsel for the Downtown
Foundation, is the Treasurer
for John Powers, candidate
for Mayor, (back door for the
‘good old boy system’)
recently confirmed by KREM
TV.

If this Foundation did not
file with the I.R.S., are the
bonds’ taxes exempt? If the
developer’s attorneys are the
agents of record for the
Foundation, are the bonds
legal? Is there a conflict of
interest for the Treasurer and
John Powers? :

This comment is on tar-
get... "No candidate that
would serve us can get elect-
ed if we do not support them
with our time, money and
votes. And we need to identi-
fy them by looking at who is
serving our interest in some
capacity - not someone who
just shows up looking for
votes at election
mouthing love of all humani-
ty and ‘freedom and justice
forall”"...

John Talbott has been vis-
iting throughout the city since
getting elected. He has met
with every group, organiza-
tion, and individuals almost
daily. The difference between

a candidate and an elected

official is what happens after
they are elected. After win-

Continued on page 10

The African American

Education Program

at Eastern Washington University
provides:

* African American studies curriculum
* admission and retention services

* recruiting

» tutorial programs

» academic and career advising

We also bring national speakers and programs to the EWU campus, sponsor
the annual African American History Month Banquet and provide formal
recognition of other important dates in African American History.

time

November 4, Saturday

12:00 Noon until fish is gone
Complete dinner includes drink
& dessert $7.00

For information contact:
The African American Education Program

EASTERN

216 Isle Hall
Cheney, WA 99004-2420 WASHINGTON
(509) 359-2205 . UNIVERSITY
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Ten Ways to Fight Hate

#7 Lobby Leaders

Persuade politicians,
business and community
leaders to take a stand against
hate. Early action creates a
positive reputation for the
community, while unan-
swered hate will eventually
be bad for business.

The fight against hate
needs community leaders
willing to take a stand.
Mayor, police chief, college
president, school principal,
corporate CEO: key people
can quickly turn a hate event
into a positive community
experience. They can muster
support. They are quoted in
the news. They set a tone,
direction and good example.
Without leadership, much of
the public, busy with raising
children and changing chan-
nels, will continue to avoid
the issue.

Silence from a leader cre-

ates a vacuum. Rumors
spread and victims and per-
petrators get the wrong mes-
sage. Since Hitler’s Germany,
silence lias been recognized
as hate’s greatest ally. The
lesson was relearned in the
1980’s and 1990s in many
American states faced with
the new white supremacists
and militia groups. Fear of
"negative publicity" resulted
in silence. In many cases, hate
escalated and became not just
a public relations nightmare,
but also a deadly threat to
individuals and the civic
order.

We Recommend:

® A quick serious police
response to hate crimes.
Vigorous prosecution also
encourages the public to
stand up against hate.

* A strong public state-
ment by political leaders.
Politically, there is no "down
side" to a public stand against

- Gifted Hands Salon & Supply
_ 321 Dishman Mica Hwy. #C
: Spokane, WA 99206

Full Service Salon
Nails « Braids » Weaves B
Linda Farmer - Tel: 924-0972
Owner

Fax: 92470973

hate, and official opposition
intimidates members of hate
groups. The mayor of
Albuquerque, New Mexico,
for example, signed an offi-
cial proclamation declaring a
hate group "to be un-wel-
come in our city." In
Wisconsin, the Dane County
board issued a strongly
worded official condemna-
tion of the KKK prior to a
rally.

* A working relationship
between police and human
rights coalitions. When police
are called and determine a
hate crime, they should notify
coalitions. Victim support can
begin immediately. In return,
coalitions can act as early
warning systems for law
enforcement. Montgomery
County, Maryland, sponsors
a hot line for reporting
crimes, with rewards for tips
leading to an arrest.

Tolerance on the Job

The workplace in
America is an untapped
resource for promoting toler-
ance. Adults of all sexes,
races, religions and ethnicities
mix for long hours in pursuit
of a common goal. We urge
CEOs to turn this force loose
on both the bottom line and
community problems.

® Proctor & Gamble has
funded television ads, "Don’t
Be Afraid, Be a Friend," that
encourage children to make
friends across racial, ethnic
and disability lines.

e Levi Strauss con-
tributed $5 million to Project
Change to reduce racial prej-
udice and hate crimes and to
help people of color get loans
in communities where it has
plants: Knoxville,
Albuquerque, El Paso and
Valdosta, Georgia.

* The Greater Seattle
Chamber of Commerce spon-
sors "It’s Time to Talk" to
encourage business profes-
sionals to share personal
experiences across race lines.
After an annual banquet, the
chamber coordinates hun-
dreds of integrated dinner
parties in private homes.

e The White Dog Cafe in
Philadelphia uses "good food
to lure customers into social
activism,” says founder Judy
Wicks, who began a "sister
restaurant” program in the
city’s ghetto areas. She escorts
upscale white customers out

for dinner at minority-owned

restaurants followed by eth-

nic programs ranging from

Latino dance clubs to black
theater. Ten percent of the
company’s profits go into
social activism.
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Trailblazer Awards

Jennifer Roseman
named Trailblazer

Jennifer Roseman was
named a Trailblazer for
Diversity this month at the
5th Annual Unity in Our
Community celebration
October 13 at Spokane
Community College.

Born and raised in
Spokane, she returned after
attending college and work-
ing out of state. Active
throughout the Spokane com-
munity, she was given the
award as "a true champion
for our youth, adults, and
seniors of color throughout
the city of Spokane and the
state of Washington."

John Vargas, president of
the Inland Empire Hispanic
Association and producer of
the television show "Que
Pasa", also received a
Trailblazer award. Avista
received the Corporate
Trailblazer award for their
many years of support for
scholarships, programs and
activities

Continued from page 2

The mayoral candidates

The candidates ended the debate

Elect
Rob Higgins
City Council President

Paid for by Committee to Elect Rob Higgins, Doug Meyers, Treasurer,
P.O. Box 5016, Spokane, WA 99205 www.councilpresident.net

at Kind of
Leadership
Do You Want

qu»-»'-Spokane?

Rob Higgins’ L.eadership as
City Council President means...

... more, better paying jobs.

... common sense and proven leadership
... renewed pride in our city.

... a bright future for Spokane.

were on their best behavior

in 1997 and in this campaign as well.

The candidates did find something
on which they disagreed. Powers asked
Talbott how the voters could trust him
to lead the city when the majority of the
employees have not pledged their sup-
port to him. Talbott concluded employ-
ees were uneasy because they knew
there would be some employee cuts with
the budget shortfall. Powers disagreed,
and informed Talbott that he had the
backing of the city’s fire fighters, police
guild and the majority of the city
employees long before the projected
budget was in place. Powers stated,
"Although they are a good team, they
were looking for a new coach and a
change of direction in city government."

A panel member asked the candi-
dates to name a leader in American his-
tory whose leadership style they pre-
ferred. John Powers named Abraham
Lincoln "because he was courageous,
spoke from the heart and made some
difficult decisions...he was a visionary."
"Harry Truman, the buck stops here,"
said John Talbott.

with the same message as in previous
weeks. John Powers wants to use the
strong mayor position to give the city
the unique opportunity to come together
and move in a positive direction. Powers
feels that a good leader will bring people
together. Powers stated, "I am soliciting
your vote on November 7, to join with
me in leading our city forward. One
Spokane in the 21st century for every-
one’s benefit." Incumbent John Talbott
reflected upon his campaign of two
years ago and how the communities
lacked trust in the government and in
the institutions that were directing our
city government. He feels those institu-
tions have involved the city in dealings
that have caused the city’s poor bond
ratings. "I promised openness, and to set
new agenda. I have given openness, and
I have set a new agenda. We are moving
forward in the area of jobs, in the area of
cause and effect, in the area of parks,
and every discipline of the city," said
Talbott.

The polls are open from
7:00 am until 8:00 pm,
“Go Vote.”
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During the month
of September two
Inland Empire
activists were look-
ing for a new place to
live. I was wonder-
ing which one would
find a home first.
Both were evicted for
their political activi-
ties. One preached
hate and violence
and. ... the . other

preached diversity,
non-violence and
alternative architec-
ture. One is bankrupt
and the other has 25
years of home equity
and saving. One has
the support of a right
wing millionaire and
the other is on his
own.

Who do think will
find a home first?

WHO WOULD LIKE NEXT

Who would you
rather have for a
neighbor? One seems
to have found his
home in three weeks
and the other is has
been trying to find a
lot for his home for
over a year.

Stay tuned. Next
month we’ll have the
final results for both
activists.

DOOR TO YOU ?
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This article is part of a series on the dome
that diversity is building.

The A A Voice is trying to compile a list
of diverse contractors, suppliers, vuilding
trade workers, artists and craftspersons,
landscapers, interior designers, suppliers
of furnishings, and anyone else who
thinks they have something to offer to
this project. If this includes you or some-
one you know write the AAV at PMB 145
2920 S. Grand Blvd. Spokane WA 99203.

Pine State Golfers reward excellence

The Pine State
Golfers have reward- |
ed two students with
coliege scholarships
for their efforts - one a
model high school
student and the other
a once not so model
student who has
turned his life around.

Jonikka Price is a
graduate of Rogers
High School and |
impressed her peers,
counselor, and teach- |

.

s with "her persis-
tence and dedication

learning" and her "moral
and. ethical character”. In
addition to school she volun-
eered and worked. Her goal
was to attend Johnson &
Wales University and major
in Heotel and Restaurant
Management.

Gerald Moore, Jr., 26, is
also a success story. While a
capable student and gifted in
mathematics, he got into
trouble with the law and
spent four years in- prison.
Though worried this would
be an obstacle he could not
overcome, he entered Eastern

Jonikka Price

)

: Gerald Moore

Washington University deter-
mined to excel in computer
science and made the dean’s
list both years. He applied to
transfer to five major col-
leges, one of which was
Morehouse, which he very
much wanted to attend. In
spite o: his record, he was
accepted at all five and with
the help of the Pine State
Golfer’s scholarship is now a
Morehouse. His father,
(Gerald Moore, Sr., says he is
the proudest dad in the
vorld because of the way his
son turned his life
around. "He’s going to
| make something of
himself, but he had to
| .leave Spokane to do it."

The Pine State
Golfers are an organi-
zation of African
| American men who
| have been meeting for
over  years not only
to play golf but to sup-
port each other and
their community. They
have been awarding
scholarships for sever-
al years.

Landlord or tenant problems?

Are you a landlord with units in the west central community

or a tenant renting a house or apartment? If you are then call

Stay Put. Stay Put helps landlords and tenants solve problems
that threaten to end in eviction or abandonment. To find out

more call Amber Ramanauskas at 389-0642.

We’ve dreamed

showed us how to man-
age our own construc-
tion project, select our
own subs and suppliers,
and build the home we’ve
always wanted, at a price
we can afford!

towards the \
your dreams. Call for
a FREE, no-obligation
home planning
mecting today
./\ 09-326-0544 -
UBulldItI and Northwest UBuildit
o www.ubuildit.com

Expert Help/Owner Control

Pt
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Four voices

that would really benefit
Blacks. Blacks would get a
real fighting chance at equity
under Nader, not this weak,
meaningless stuff that the
Democrats are trying to dish
up.

Yes, and I know all the
arguments for not voting for
Nader, like no chance of win-
ning, throwing 2way a vote, a
vote for Nader is vote for
Bush, Supreme court nomina-
tions are in jeopardy, etc., etc.
But you know what, I am one
of those who believes that
Blacks ought to sacrifice
whatever it takes to send a
message that you can't take
the Black vote for granted.

Maybe Blacks need to
suffer under another
Republican administration.
Pain may be the only motiva-
tor to get Bl:icks to vote dif-
ferently and not just accept
the Democratic alternative.

I know one thing for sure,
regardless of whether Gore or
Bush gets in, Blacks can
expect at best 4 more years of
varying degree of mediocre
efforts to improve conditions
for Blacks.

It is also a shame that the
above groups are focusing so
much attention on the nation-
al elections and so little on the
performance of local candi-
dates.

If I am wrong, somebody
please school me.

Reply: s

Hey James,

I take the blame for not
informing you enough about
what we need to do to
address the concern you so

legitimately expressed. To
vote for Nader is not the way
to get Black folks out of the
doldrums of dehumanizing
treatment by the Dem and the
Republicans. Such moves
would only continue to sus-
tain some black folk fantasy,
that some how, our salvation
depends on some "benevolent
man". To shift our support to
another "benevolent man"

does not guarantee our day of
dignified inclusion into the
main stream, contrary to
what you think James. I
believe that was the delusion
we bought many years ago.
Building future potentials
among our young ones to
contest for opportunity with-
in the fringes of these political
parties is one way to crank
the way open. Having a com-
prehensive and definitive
platform that addresses our
issues is another. We have
simplistically rested our col-

" lective political destiny on

others, at the expense of
building a solid base. Is Black
Political Leadership stupid? I
don't think so. Maybe you
need to ask Gore's Campaign
Manager sister Donna
Brazine.

I admit this a feeble
attempt at responding to your
concern James, you bet, I am
coming to your store to talk
sense into you.

Amadla,
Promise King

Reply:

Folks should participate
From: GH a-zebra@a-

zebra.com

Subject: RE: (Nader gets my

vote)

Date: Mon,
15:02:58 -0700

James,

You are 100% right, and
dead wrong at the same time,
depending which point you
are making. You made sever-
al. The dynamic of politics is
not static. Each situation calls
for a different response.

Black folks should partici-
pate in politics at all levels in
every conceivable way with
their primary objectives being
to assure their complete liber-
ation from racial oppression

9 Oct 2000

and the attainment of power

sufficient to give them control
over their destiny as a people.
It makes little difference
which political party they
align themselves with as long
as that party, in fact, is more
likely, if elected, to permit
them to achieve their twin
objectives.

Of course, unless the
political party Black folks
support wins the election,
Black folks will have most
likely wasted their time
because at best nothing will
change for them and at worst
the clock will be turned back
for them. How bright would
you think a hungry person is
if he were told that he could
catch either of three buses to
get to a dining hall to eat and
he opted for bus #1 or bus
#2? Bus # 1 is always crowd-
ed and is usually too full to
stop at the hungry persons
bus stop; bus # 2 carries a
nutritionist, cooks, and others
who know all about food and
what is going on in the dining
hall, but it does not have
enough fuel to reach the din-
ing hall; and bus #3 will cer-
tainly stop for him and take
him to the dining hall, but

once at the hall the other pas-
sengers on board will grab as
much of the food as they can
for themselves and leave him
with very little.

James you said, "Maybe
Blacks need to suffer under
another Republican adminis-
tration. Pain may be the only
motivator to get Blacks to
vote differently and not just
accept the Democratic alter-
native." Should I interpret this
to mean that if the

- Democratic Party is not elect-

ed to the White House, by
default, the Republican Party
will be and that somehow
that will be good for Black
folks?

If Black folks are not
going to try to elect the lesser
of two evils, they should not
even vote. The luxury of not
trying to influence the out-
come of an election in your
own favor, can only be had
by people who are already
"fully free" or are in a long-
term war with the system in
which the election is taking
place. I submit that Black
folks do not fall into either of
these categories.

Black Americans should
attack the hegemony of the
Republican and Democratic
parties’ dominance of
American politics in local
non-partisan elections and in
local and state elections
where the critical mass of
Black voters can make a deci-
sive difference.

One should never cut off
his nose to spite his face.

Comment:
Say to any and all candidates

If there was not so much
to lose in this election for
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black people Ralph might get
my vote. But for the life of me
I do not remember seeing him
in one BLACK community in
this country. I cannot remem-
ber hearing him ask Black
voters what they want.

It is time Black voters say
to any and all candidates,
Here are our demands, we
want ..., we as black voters
need to put a stop to politi-
cians telling us what we need.
They do not live where we
live, they do not work where
we work, and they do not suf-
fer because of the actions of
people that look like them the
way we suffer.

I am upset over com-
ments made by both candi-
dates, especially when they
both said "we need to take
care of our friends." One,
(Bush) went so far as to let us
know that Black life is not
important: We cannot be the
world’s police. So turn your
back on the death of 600,000
black people being killed in
Africa. Turn your back on
affirmative action. Oh by the
way AA is all about quotas.
And he wants to be president.

My question is when will

-white people stop being

afraid of Blacks? So that all of
you know. We want what you
want, a chance to make a good
living, a good education for our
children and to live in a nice
and safe community . Being
treated as someone other than
the black guy wouldn't hurt
either.

All T am saying is until
we Black folk get it together
Ralph is no different for Black
voters than Al or George, but
I came to the dance with AL
and that's who I am going
home with.

Continued from page 7

Speaks Up for Talbott

ning a post, that official has
to be accessible based upon
time constraints while per-
forming the job. In addition
to as many visits as possible,
John Talbott has a regular
Monday news forum for the
media, i.e., TV, radio and
newsprint. He is also avail-
able for citizens at 625-6250.
John Powers’ 500 meet-
ings are called - name recog-
nition. It was no surprise that
Powers got 41% of the vote
after spending more than
$164,000 in the primary. Local
lawyers provided the majori-
ty of these funds with one
donating in excess of $8,000.
Whose gold rush is it? Since
only 36% of the registered

voters voted, those not regis-
tered or simply stayed at
home was a major contribut-
ing factor in Power’s success.
Is John Powers the candidate
your editorial referred to
with the good old boy con-
nection using rhetoric... "at
election time mouthing love
of all humanity and ‘freedom
and justice for all’?"

We already have a
chameleon on the City
Council that was part of the
parking garage scheme that
has caused immeasurable
damage to Spokane. Now
after sacrificing John Talbott
to initiate change, would you
abandon the messenger for a
chameleon named John
Powers? It takes a bit more
than a visit to Boise and
coaching little league football
to run this city.

There is only so much a
candidate can do as an over-
seer for residents of Spokane
in trying to affect change.
Now is the time for Spokane
to lend a hand if we are inter-
ested in continuing open
accountability. John Talbott
needs your help while
‘putting you first’ in this
‘Strong Mayor’ election.
Remember ... ‘a vote for John
Talbott, is a vote for you’ ...

Edward Thomas, Jr.
Chair, John Talbott
Strong Mayor October 10, 2000

Resources for students of color

Here are a few more excellent resources
for students of color:

-| The Big Book Of Minority Opportunities: The Directory Of
Special Programs For Minority Group Members, 7th
| Edition, Ferguson Publishing Company.

The Minority And Womens Complete Scholarship Book,

Sourcebooks Inc.

There are many scholarship and financial aid web sites out

there.

Fast Web: Financial Aid Search http://www.fastweb.com/

The African American Voice speaks

of your choice.

But only you have can Vote your choice.
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Silent Suspicion:

A Lincoln Keller Mystery sy px. Le Meabows

Review by A.B. Curry of the
AHB Network

Here’s another page
turning Lincoln Keller
Mystery by the African-
American author that
brought you his first piece of
work "Silent Conspiracy", Dr.
Lee Meadows.

Silent Suspicion is an
easy read that keeps you in
suspense, laughing and inter-
ested in the adventures of
Lincoln Keller. He’s the intel-
ligent, smooth and crafty-
minded brother who knows
how to deal with politicians,
police, punks and the ladies.
Keller finds his services
requested by former NFL
defensive tackle turned
Detroit’s own Wayne Court
Circuit Judge Warren

"Warzone" Henderson. Keller

is asked to find out who is
responsible for the death of
Henderson’s sister-in-law,
Deborah Norris.

Miss Norris was a beauti-
ful Black woman, free-spirit-
ed, compassionate and a tal-
ented investigative freelance
journalist. Judge Henderson
and his wife hire Keller to
investigate the case, but the
problem is that it’s eight
years old, and they’re not
convinced that Norris was
robbed and shot like some
say. And unfortunately for
Judge Henderson, being part
of the criminal justice system
didn’t lead to an arrest, trial
or conviction - nothing.

As the layers of the case
begin to peel off, Meadows
re-introduces the straight
shooter and quick-witted Ms.
Julie Block of Info. Search.
Keller utilizes her services to
discover the deception and
contempt in the case. Lincoln,
being a former NFL Oakland
Raider, calls upon his old
defensive moves from time to
time to keep the knuckle-
heads in check.

As the case draws to cli-
max, the Keller brothers -
Roosevelt, Jefferson and
Truman also known as "All
the President’s Men" - lend
their distinguished dynamic
areas of expertise to help
solve this case. Although
these brothers are profession-
al business men in their own
right ... push come to shove,
they can and do throw down!

Here’s hoping that read-
ers will be introduced to the
little brother, Kennedy
Keller, in Lee Meadows’ next
book "Silent Rage."

Dr. Lee E. Meadows is a grad-
uate of Michigan State
University with a Doctorate in
Higher ~ Education and
Management. If "Silent
Suspicion” is not in your local
book store, ask for it or write:
Proctor Publications LLC, PO
Box 2498, Ann Arbor MI
48106-2498. 1 (800) 343-3034
or email at www.proctorpubli-
cations.com.

EPLEASE VOTE WITH WISDOMj

Celehrate
Deversity!

A community mnesiage from
sMMM%mm@wkgf

enrities Co.,

Juz.
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and music programming
shall cover a wide spectrum
of expression from tradition-
al to experimental and reflect
the diverse cultures Thin Air
serves. Thin Air shall strive
for spontaneity and pro-
gramming excellence, both in
content and technique.

For more information call

Lupito at 747-1663.

Continued from page 2

Freedom of expression

the programming emphasis
will be on local stories of
community interest, we will
also air nationally syndicated
progressive news and com-
mentary programs.

Thin Air’s arts, cultural,

DO YOU NEED AN EXPERIENCED
TRIAL ATTORNEY?

Ronald D. Kappelman is now accepting new clients!

The Law Office of Ronald D. Kappelman

Personal Injury ¢ Insurance Claims ¢ DUI Defense
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
NO RECOVERY NO FEES
Reasonable Flat Fee for DUI Defense
CALL FOR YOUR FREE CONSULTATION
(509) 327-7474
Member of The Washington State Bar Assoc. Since 1982

gpano @raphic 6ervice
?’Tiane Spano\
- (509) 535-6686

Place your order today.....
For a unique Christmas greeting card
design with your personal message.

Logos-Business Cards-Brochures-
Calendars-Ad Layout-T-Shirts-
Scanning & more

Dlnerslly in Deslgn

.L}l/mze jl_ C/za;zimm
. (509) 534-3787
%,

Lynstar Creations

Multiracial Cloth Dolls

One of a kind for someone special on your Christmas list.

Wonders Of The World

All Things Rare, Unique and Wonderful
from 25 cents to $25,000

20 % off any one item

With this coupon

Expires November 30, 2000

328-6890
621 Mallon in the Flour Mill
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‘I am the big
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homie, and that’s why I'm

tellzng yOMI’CUhdt,S RIGHT. 1ce Tin Spokane

BY PATSY WHITE

Who IS the "Original
Gangsta”, and why did
he come to Spokane?

Ice T became famous
rapping about gangs, crime,
violence, sex, and drugs. He
has sharp, original intelli-
gence, raw honesty, and a
way with words. He
appeared Oct. 6 at Spokane
Falls Community College to
talk to us, and answer all
questions. Local rappers 4th
Dimension opened the show
and welcomed the legendary
Ice to Spokane

Ice T was orphaned as a
young child, but eventually
found a sense of family in the
LA gang scene. He tried to
better himself in the military,
but soon realized he was
being lied to and used as can-
non fodder. He returned to
civilian life and got involved
in dangerous, glamorous
high stakes crime, then
became a pimp. After a near
fatal accident, Ice reconsid-
ered his choices. With his

love of music, and gift of gab,
Ice found success as a rapper.
He kept his old friends, but
left his criminal activity
behind. He has since found
additional success in TV and
film.

If you've ever seen a pic-
ture of Ice T, then you know
"The Look": tough, belliger-
ent, hostile. His cold cover is
blown now though - that
night he treated everyone as
if they were important,

enjoyed gentle jiving with us,
and was available to EVERY
sowl that wanted an auto-
graph or picture taken with
him. And, when the man
smiled, he flashed dimples an
inch deep!

Ice T spoke for hours on a
wide variety of topics. Here is
a small sample:

Q: What's the difference
between rap and hip-hop?
A: Hip-hop is the culture,
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What It
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HIV testing and treatment is
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the vibe. Rap is just a vocal
delivery. Rap is percussion,
not singing. It's COMBAT
VOCALISM!

Q: Why is Ice T on a
speaking tour?
A: For the MONEY, Dog!

Q: Why did he leave the
life of crime?

A: When I was in the car
accident, it pumped my
brakes a little, you know. My
thing was I didn’t want to be
hated - I didn’t want to have
nobody care about me. It was
kind of an emotional thing, it
wasn’t to "step away from
crime".

Crime is a matter of per-
spective, anyway - it’s not
connected to morals.

Q: What "melts the Ice"?

A: True emotion. When
you tell me, "Ice, you doing
the right thing", when a guy
says," I listened to you in
prison and it got me
through." Somebody who
really got true emotion, man
that touches me. I feel like I
got a lot of retribution to do.
I've done a lot of things in my
life. And this is a way to kind
of balance out my karma, you
know. That’s what keeps me
going, that’s what’s real.

Q: Is Ice an activist?

A: No, I'm just speaking
my own truth. Jesus couldn’t
change people, how can I?

One Stop Shopping... |

. Realtors® i
2. Homes
3. Morigage |
L Insurance

. Relocation

I'm not an activist because I
don’t think there’s enough
people who want to be active
- to step up to the plate when
it comes down. The people
aren’t really together, they
aren’t going to do shit. If
people really cared, they’d
stop driving their cars. It ain’t
gonna happen.

Ice T doesn’t preach, he
offers his life as an example
of how one may CHOOSE to
elevate themselves. He says
we can choose to think things
through for ourselves. We
can have the courage to say
what’s really on our mind,
but we must be willing to
accept people’s reactions. If
we want something, we’ve
got to make it happen our-
selves. Sure, the crime and
gangs may 'seem glamorous,
but they are gruesome, bru-
tal, and pretty soon you’ll die
or go to jail. No matter how
deep into the drugs and
crime scene or troubles you
get, you can elevate yourself.
Stick with your homies, do
what you enjoy, find peace
and be at One inside yourself.

Keefe with
steelworkers

Tom Keefe rallied with
remaining Spokane steel-
workers, family and friends
before the start of the 7 am
shift on October 23 as they
returned to work after a suc-
cessful settlement of their
strike. His opponent, George
Nethercutt, accepted $5,000
in campaign contributions
from Kaiser Aluminum dur-
ing the lockout, according to

. a Keefe press release.

‘Since Mr. Nethercutt
has consistently voted
against the working people
of Eastern Washington, I'm
not at all surprised that he
accepted campaign contribu-
tions from this company
while it was involved in a
labor dispute with a large
number of his own con-
stituents. Our working fami-
lies " "deserve voice, in:
Congress that’s on our side. !
Big business wouldn’t be
supporting George if he
weren’t on their side," said
Keefe.
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Imagine what we

could accomplish

just one decade if we provid-
ed adequate resources to all
those local grassroots efforts
that have been most success-
ful in attempting to heal our
society’s ills and promote
human dignity, instead of
forcing them to scramble con-
stantly for financial crumbs.
To borrow a phrase from
the ecologists, we need a full
cost accounting of our politi-
cal and economic choices. We
need to realize what we're
missing when kids grow up
in poverty - many end up in
jail, when watersheds are
devastated - salmon runs are
destroyed, when corporate
executives get tax breaks -
students can’t afford to go to
school, when corporations

lay off employees/reduce
benefits - families disinte-
grate and communities
erode. Only when we are
honest about the conse-
quences of our choices can
we begin to move forward.
And changing how we make
public decisions would also
help. Paul Loeb in his book,
Soul of a Citizen, writes that
"broad-based citizen partici-
pation is our antidote to cyni-
cism. If we’re going to
achieve a more humane soci-
ety, we're going to have to
have a much greater level of
involvement, across econom-
ic lines, across racial lines,
across every line that divides
us". In the view of Thomas
Jefferson, for example, eco-
nomic imbalances threatened
the foundation of democracy.
"I hope," he warned, "we
shall crush in its birth the

-and  housing

aristocracy of our moneyed
corporations which dare
already to challenge our gov-
ernment to a trial of strength,
and bid defiance to the laws
of our country".

So what vision do our
current political candidates
have for the "common good",
or stated differently our
"commonwealth". Will their
priorities insure decent
health care and child care for
all children, adequate vaca-
tions for all families, retire-
ment security for all workers,
for all
Americans? Will their poli-
cies strengthen families and
our neighborhood organiza-
tions need principled leaders,
so to do our public and politi-
cal offices. Will the choices of
leaders and public policies
we made strengthen our
neighborhoods or will they

Block Grant applications available

The Spokane County
Community Development
Block Grant Program is seek-
ing applications from organi-
zations that are conducting
activities and/or undertaking
projects that address the
Program’s priorities for pub-
lic services, public facilities,
infrastructure, economic

development and planning
actions. Copies of the manual
listing need categories and
activities, proposal instruc-
tions, etc. and application
forms are available at the
Applicant Workshop on
November 15 from 1:30 - 4:30
PM at the 721 N. Jefferson,
4th floor conference room

Robert A. Gilles, Inc.

921 South Monroe #5
Spokane WA 99204-3852

WE SOLVE REAL ESTATE PROBLEMS ---
PUT OUR EXPERIENCED TEAM TO THE TEST

ROBERT GILLES
Real Estate Broker, WA & ID

Office: (509) 455-5411
Home: (509) 448-5552

9 (losing
2¥ our store

ale

«Store

wa\\\

“" (Closing

December 31st, 2000

On the Skywalk Level next to The Bon Marché
in the NEW River Park Square * 808 W. Main ¢ (509) 624-8949

(room 401).

Applicants wishing to
attend should RSVP to
Denise Toutloff at 477-2588.
Copies may also be picked
up at the same address in
room 200.

Applications must be
submitted by noon on Friday
December 15.

slowly lead to their destruc-
tion? The choice is ours.

The Institute for Neighborhood
Leadership exists.because we
firmly believe that YOU are
the leaders of our community
and we are committed to help-
ing you lead our neighborhoods
into the 21st century. The mis-
sion of INL is "to provide
training and technical assis-
tance dedicated to creating
‘grassroots’ personal empower-
ment, organizational capacity
and neighborhood revitaliza-
tion”. Our fall training sched-
ule includes the following (par-
tial listing): "Community
Action  Planning”  on
November 2; "Introduction to.
Fundraising” on November 15;
“Coalition-Building”  on
November 16; "Meeting
Management” on November
29, and "Interpersonal
Communication” on December
7. For more information or to

For information about
advertising in the
African
American Voice
Call

Ms. Spano
535-6686

509-838-5071

Chicken-n-More
Southenn Style (Cookin
Chicken ¢ Ribs e Catfish

Bob Hemphill
502 W. Sprague - Spokane, WA 99204

Behavioral Health Northwest

Jeff Winikoff, M.Ed.

Help Wiih...
sLearning Difficulties eEmotional Problems
eAdolescents eAdults

Phone 744-0778

W © MAN HEALTH

JANETTE ANDREWS, M.D.
OBSTETRICS * GYNECOLOGY ¢ INFERTILITY

(509) 747-1055

Suite 510 ¢ 910 W. Fifth Avenue
Spokane, Washington 99204
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register for. upcoming classes
please call or write the institute
at 326-9540 or pcmwccc@hot-
mail.com or visit our web site
at www2.thefuture.net/nacca

Celebrate 50 Years
of Narnia with this
INlustrated Gift Edition

C. S. Lewis

The Lion, the Witch
& the Wardrobe

Colored full-page pictures by
Pauline Baynes, Narnia’s
original illustrator

Also, available:

The complete set of
C. S. Lewis’
THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA

Childrens

SI(lelk
Spokane

624-4820
Est. 1973

Open 7 days & 6 nights
Not Just for Children!

We help MEN
with their
reproductive
health, too!

Call today for more
information on our high-
quality men’s health
services including:
STD/HIV testing,
birth control counseling,
cancer screening and
vasectomy services.

Planned Parenthood
of the Inland Northwest

Indiana Health Center
123 E Indiana Ave

(509)326-6292
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Teen voters elect Spokane leaders

The Chase Youth Commission in cooperation with
the Citizens League Greater Spokane hosted a Youth
Issues Candidates forum on Tuesday, October 10 in the
City Council Chambers. County Commission candi-
dates John Roskelly, Kate McCaslin, Karl Wilkinson,
and Bill Burke were in attendance along with mayoral
Candidates John Powers and John Talbott. City Council
President candidates Rob Higgins and Steve Corker
were also present. Moderators Nowell Bamberger and
Lisa Johnson asked questions on the following subjects:

1. How to establish and continue a dialogue
between youth and local leaders.

2. Guaranteeing safe public transit for young people
' of Spokane.

3. How to promote open tolerance and safety for

niry. .
ty4. How to create jobs that pay a living wage to com-
bat the circle of pove

The audience of over 200 people submitted over 120
questions for the candidates. Four of these questions
were selected to be answered by the candidates. All
questions will be forwarded to the candidates. Future
conversations regarding these issues are being planned.

At the end of the forum students were able to vote
in an election run by Spokane county Auditor Vicky
Dalton. 148 students registered for the mock election,
and 116 students actually cast a ballot. Here are the
results of the election:

Candidates #of Votes %

Mayor John Powers 92 79% Victor
John Talbott 21 18%

Council Steve Corker 57 49% Victor

Pres. Robert Higgins 54 46%

County Bill Burke 95 81% Victor

Comm. 2 Kate McCaslin 18 15%
County John Roskelly 68 41%
Comm.1 Karl Wilkinson 43 37%

Victor

Remember - they hide the secrets

in the books. Read.

When we enter this world,
we’re surrounded
y love, comfort
and care.

Don't we deserve
1e same when
we leave?

" For help coping with
terminal illness and
bereavement needs call
(509) 456-0438

OSPICE £

OF SPOKANE

people of alternative sexual preferences in our commu-

Social Security Online --
A Focus on the Future

Social Security Online
debuted in May 1994. Since
then, Social Security Online
has been serving the informa-
tion needs of our customers.
But information is no longer
enough. Our customers are
looking for more.

Now--with over 10 mil-
lion visitors a year and being
named one of the top 10 fed-
eral websites--we focus Social
Security Online efforts to
meeting the service delivery
needs of our customers.

* We handle over three-
quarters of a million
Medicare card replacement
requests each year. Today, if

someone needs a replacement
Medicare card they can come
to our website. Simply fill out
an online form to request a
card, know that your security
is guaranteed and a replace-
ment card will arrive in the
mail.

* Today we have a new
website for individuals with
disabilities looking to return

.to work. It's called the "Work

Site" and has information on
everything from training pro-
grams to employer tax incen-
tives. This website is fully
accessible to people with dis-
abilities.

® Our customers can use

For more info contact Vince Lemus, Human Rights Specialist, City of Spokane,

www.racerelations.spokane.net
Add your event to our calendar |

Become a member'

Hel;'!;!aﬂg Home

& Crematory

Affordable Services including Mortuary,
Chapel, Crematory, and Memorials.

Spokane Race Relations Task Force Meeting

Next Meeting is Tuesday, November 7 (voting day) 11:00 to 1:00 at the C.O.G. Gonzaga U.

625-6263

and costs.

508 North Government Way ® ar Greenwood / Riverside Cemetary * 838-8900

You arc the one who decides what
the costs should be!

Heritage offers the most affordable
services in Spokane. We welcome
your questions on funeral planning

Call us for a FREE Pre-Planning Kit.
There is NO OBLIGATION.

The Spokane African-American Voice

the Benefits Planner to esti-
mate their Social Security
retirement, disability and sur-
vivors benefits. They can
choose among three options--
the quick, the online or the
detailed calculator. This web-
site is designed to help peo-
ple better understand their
Social Security protection as
they plan their financial
future.

¢ Our customers can sub-
scribe to our free e-mail
newsletter. In every monthly
issue of eNews our sub-
scribers receive short news
bytes about current program
developments and informa-
tion about current events that
could have an impact on their
lives. All stories are hyper-

Continued on page 15

*ElectKari

WILKINSON

pokane County Commissioner GOP

"Everyone Deserves a Fighting Chance
to have a little prosperity in '
in their life. | believe it is time
your elected leaders act in
your best interest and not
theirs. We can work
Toge’rher for a great future!”

Working Together for a Greater County

Sponsored by Citizens for Karl Wilkinson, P.O. Box 364, Otis Orchards, WA 99027 Glen MacPhee, Chairman
Phone: 981-3041 Fax: 891-6640 E-mail : bhappy@spocom.com
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Social Security Online

linked directly to more
detailed information on our
website. As of September
2000, eNews boasts over
93,000 subscribers!

e Our Internet service
provides website visitors
with program information
and with downloadable ver-
sions of the top two dozen
forms used by the public.
These convenient online
forms include a Request for a
Benefit Verification
Statement and a request for a
replacement Social Security
Benefit Statement.

What can you expect from
Social Security Online in the
future?

e Qur vision is to make
every service we provide
today, face-to-face in our
field offices or by telephone
on our 800 number, also
available on Social Security
Online. We want our cus-
tomers to be able to fully
transact business electroni-
cally.

® Sometime in October,
we hope to launch a retire-
ment application online and
by the end of next year, cus-
tomers should also'be able to
apply for disability, sur-
vivors and SSI benefits
online.

* We see a future where
customers can change their
name, get a replacement
Social Security card or
change their address or
Direct Deposit information,
quickly, easily and safely,
online.

e All Social Security
forms will be on line by the
end of the year.

¢ We will be piloting a
chat room later this year.

* A site for non-English
speaking people will also be
debuting later this year.

And the future’s closer
than you may think.

¢ Internet use is grow-
ing. The U.S. population
with access to the Internet is
doubling every six months.

e Older adults are
already the fastest-growing
segment of the web market,
and contrary to stereotypes,
spend more time, and money
online than those in other
age groups. More than 14
million people over age 50
are now online, according to
Jupiter Communication, and
their number is expected to
double in the next three
years.
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is Black History Month

By TiM WISE

That I'm no Biblical schol-
ar is an understatement of
monumental proportions.
And yet, recently I found
myself -- for reasons I'll
explain shortly -- thinking of
the following verse from the
book of Matthew, if memory
serves:

Why behold the mote in
thy brother's eye, but consid-
er not the beam in thine own
eye?

Arcane language aside,
let it suffice to say this verse
has something to do with
what we'd riow refer to as the
"pot calling the kettle black."

Upon reading the head-
line of my local paper a few
weeks ago, I couldn't help but
think of these pots, and ket-
tles, and motes, and beams.
For there, in black and white
was the following:

"Police role in Holocaust
added to FBI Agent's train-
ing."

According to the article,
FBI Director Louis Freeh has
implemented new training
for Bureau recruits, to "teach
of the failure of law enforce-
ment to protect citizen's
rights," in Nazi Germany.
According to Freeh, the
course will demonstrate the
evil of law enforcement when
it "abandons its mission to
protect people,” and becomes
"an engine of repression."

Applauded by the Anti-
Defamation League, the new
training takes recruits on a
guided tour of the Holocaust
Museum and then asks them
to write essays on the rele-
vance of the training to their
work. One recruit who went
through  the  process
explained it had made clear
his duty to "preserve human
life and protect the civil
rights of every man, woman
and child."

How nice. Presumably if
Hitler ever comes back, this
recruit will make-sure to

stand tall against the impend-

ing threat of German fascism,
since apparently, that's the
only kind worth fretting over,
and the only kind capable of
teaching the lesson intended
here. The pot calling the ket-
tle black, indeed.

One hardly need travel
thousands of miles away and
a half-century back in time to

demonstrate the complicity of = .

law enforcement with repres-
sion. Frankly, new FBI
recruits would do better to
learn about the nefarious his~
tory of their own employer,
which provides more than
enough examples of the same
phenomena Freeh seeks to
demonstrate.

The new training spends
a great deal of time dis-
cussing the passivity of
German law enforcement in
the face of growing repres-
sion under the Third Reich.
But we needn't look to
Hitler's regime for that les-
son.

After all, FBI agents were
notorious for standing
around, watching, and doing
nothing while civil rights
workers and freedom riders
were beaten by racists
throughout the South in the
1960's. .

Just ask Howard Zinn:
he'll tell you how FBI agents
looked him in the eye and
insisted they had no power to
do anything, even as Selma,
Alabama police below the
Bureau's own window,
dragged, beat, and shocked
with stun guns those seeking
to register black voters. :

Or how, in 1964, J. Edgar
Hoover waited 37 hours after
the disappearance of three
other civil rights workers in
Philadelphia, Mississippi
before finally beginning a

pathetically weak investiga-
tion.

Or how FBI operative,
Gary Rowe, rode along with
the assassins of Viola Liuzzo,
after the Selma to
Montgomery march, know-
ing they planned to kill some-
one, and yet, did nothing.

"we are more than
comfortable discussing
the crimes of others,
but still unwilling to
peek under the hood of
our own engines of
repression. ”

And as for the new train-
ing's discussion of how law
enforcement sometimes takes
an active role in repression,
here too it's hardly necessary
to study German history.

As noted in Michael
Linfield's book, Freedom
Under Fire, by the late 1920's,
the FBI had already compiled
an "enemies list" of nearly
half-a-million suspected "sub-
versives," and in 1936, even
as Hitler was consolidating
his power, President
Roosevelt authorized the
Bureau to spy on organiza-
tions considered "dangerous."
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Four years later, FDR would
authorize massive wiretap-
ping by the Bureau, increas-
ing the number of "anti-sub-
versive" investigations to
nearly 70,000 annually. From
1947-1952, the FBI conducted
roughly 6.6 million "security
investigations" of U.S. citi-
zens: about 3000 such actions
every day.

And for involvement
with direct repression, you
can't get much better than the
2,400 or so FBI COINTELPRO
operations to "disrupt and
neutralize" targeted groups
and individuals from the
mid-'50-'s to 1971. According
to declassified docu 'nts
and a Senate Com: =e
investigation (about w I
doubt FBI recruits e
informed), the Bureau aci ve-
ly attempted to discredit ar.d
destroy the civil rights move-
ment, the antiwar movement,
and dozens of organizations
dedicated to Black, Latino,
and Indigenous liberation.

Martin Luther King Jr.
may be a revered icon today,
but from the early 1960's until
his death, the Bureau marked
him for political (if not literal)
destruction by wiretapping

Continued on page 16
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Study your history

of the FBI

his phones (with the approval
of Attorney General and lib-
eral hero Bobby Kennedy), as
well as spreading rumors
about marital infidelity and
sending him letters encourag-
ing him to commit suicide. A
month before his assassina-
tion, Hoover wrote that there
was a need to "pinpoint
potential trouble-makers" in
the black movement, "and’
neutralize them." William
Sullivan -- the agent in charge
of the anti-King operation --
told the Senate, "No holds
were barred. We've used sim-
ilar techniques against Soviet
agents. We did not differenti-
ate. This is a rough business."
One suspects the new
recruits are too busy learning
about the suppression of the
Warsaw Ghetto uprising to be
told that the agency they've
joined conspired with
Chicago police in 1969 to
assassinate Black Panther
Party leader Fred Hampton,
by providing them with

African-American Voice
455-8274 rlloyd@cet.com

or lose it.

This paper is a tool to help empower and organize for a better
Spokane community. Information is power. Use it and share it

detailed floor plans of
Hampton's apartment prior
to a raid they knew the police
were planning to launch. Or
that the Bureau collaborated
with other police depart-
ments in killing nearly 30
Panthers in the late '60's and
early '70'.

One imagines the new
FBI recruits writing heartfelt
essays about the horrors of
Kristallnacht, while studious-
ly ignoring their employer's
admitted role in fomenting
the factional dispute within
the Nation of Islam that led to
the assassination of Malcolm
X, or their all-out war on the
American Indian Movement
that led to the murder of over
seventy residents of Pine
Ridge Reservation in South
Dakota.

I can only guess that
these FBI recruits will emerge
from their Holocaust training
with a newfound revulsion
for the support given racism
and Nazism by German
police, but with no knowl-
edge of their own agency's
financial support of a group
of white supremacists from

oz
>
=
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For an annual contribution of $20 you you will receive the
paper in the mail. Send this form with your check to PMB
145,2920 S Grand Blvd. Spokane WA 99203.
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Tom Keefe will stand up, speak out,

California who attacked
Chicano activists and tried to

. murder anti-war activist Peter

Bohmer in 1972.

Figuring that most of the
new recruits probably grew
up in the Reagan '80's, they
should perhaps know -- but
I'm sure won't be told -- that
even after COINTELPRO, the
FBI continued spying on
domestic organizations. Early
in his administration,
President Reagan -- himself a
former FBI informant against
fellow actors issued
Executive Qrder 12333, allow-
ing the FBI to wiretap with-
out a warrant and engage in
undercover operations
against | organizations
opposed ito his Central
America pohc1es

One of ¢he FBI's key infil-
trators in &us period, Frank
Varelli, has said the FBI paid
him to destroy the Dallas
chapter of the Committee in
Solidarity Wlth the People of
El Salvador (CISPES) by bur-
glarizing member homes,
recruiting thugs to start fights
at CISPES ‘rallies, and even
seducing an activist nun so as
to procure blackmail photos
for use against the group. The
FBI encouraged him to plant
guns on CISPES members,
and Varelli regularly passed
information on U.S. and
Central :‘American-based
activists to the Salvadoran
National Guard: the entity in
control of that nation's

vicious death squads, respon-
sible for the deaths of tens of
thousands of Salvadorans.

And I would imagine
Freeh's new foot soldiers will
learn all about the diabolical
experiments conducted on
twins by Joseph Mengele, but
nothing about the program
operated by the FBI's sister
agency -- the CIA -- called
MK ULTRA, whereby unsus-
pecting residents of the San
Francisco Bay area were
intentionally exposed to a
whooping cough virus, and
unwitting hospital patients
were subjected to chemical
experiments using hallucino-
genic drugs.

And while we're on the
subject of Nazis, one can only
wonder if the Holocaust
Museum will mention that
after World War Two, U.S.
intelligence agencies helped
over 5,000 Nazi scientists and
doctors find refuge in the
states, including many who
had been directly involved in
mass atrocities.

Somehow, I doubt it.

That the Anti-Defamation
League is giddy about the
new training ought to be
enough evidence that there is
something wrong with it:
after all, it was this group's
San Francisco area affiliates
who were exposed in the
early '90's as having spied on,
and passed information to the
FBI about, assorted Central
American peace and justice
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activists, as well as anti-
apartheid activists and those
supporting Palestinian rights
and liberation. Birds of a
feather, are, in this instance,
flocking very closely together.

Let this serve as yet
another exhibit item, to be
filed away under "passing the
buck," 101: yet further proof
that we are more than com-
fortable discussing the crimes
of others, but still unwilling
to peek under the hood of our
own engines of repression.
The one thing the FBI's new
attempt at "tolerance training"
apparently can't tolerate, is
the truth that hits a bit too
close to home.

Tim Wise is a Nashville-based
writer, activist, and lecturer.
. He can be reached at
¢ tjwise@mindspring.com.
 Copyright (c) 2000 Tim Wise.
All Rights Reserved.

Friendly Reminder

Wondering why you
haven't received a reminder
to renew your subscription?
Wondering why you don't
get a letter asking you to pay
for your subscription?

Because it costs more to
send out a mailing of sub-
scription reminders than we
receive in subscriptions. So
it's up to you to check the
code on the address label to
see if it's been a while since
you sent in a $20 renewal
check.

We need your help.

Dis tram ain't goin’ nowhere without you. 1
for you, only want to provide a vehicle for you to speak through.

If you like the way this paragraph is written, we need you...

Don’t want to speak

and fight for us in Congress. Tom Keefe's
commitment to building and strengthen-
ing his community is rooted in the
lessons he learned from his family in
Eastern Washington and through his life

experiences.

Senator Warren G.

Magnuson taught Tom the importance of
"Keeping the Big Boys Honest."

Tom is working for Medicare coverage

of prescription drugs, funding for addi-

schemes.

Tom Keefe has spent a lifetime mak-
ing government work for people. In
that tradition, he will continue to stand
up, speak out, and fight for us.

Paid for by the Tom Keefe for Congress,
425 W. First Ave., Spokane, WA 99201

tional teachers, and to protect Social
Security from people who would force
seniors into risky

investment
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OABA helps Blacks find their voices

The Oregon Assembly for
Black Affairs discussion list
"oaba-b" is an open listserv of
the Oregon Assembly for
Black Affairs (OABA) whose
purpose is to allow Blacks in
Oregon to discuss, among
themselves, issues and condi-
tions affecting the Black
Community, and to propose
and discuss solutions or alter-
natives. The.list is to be used
to share information and
announcements that would
be of benefit to members of
the Black Community.

1. If you want to sub-
scribe to the list, you can send
mail to
"Majordomo@peak.org” with
the following command in
the body of your email mes-
sage:

subscribe oaba-b <your
email address>

2. To send mail to this
list, mail to "oaba-b@mail-
list.peak.org".

3. If you ever want to
remove yourself from this
mailing list, you can send
mail to
"Majordomo@peak.org” with
the following command in
the body of your email mes-
sage:

unsubscribe
<your email address>

oaba-b

Editors Note: You do not
have to be an Oregonian to
belong to this list or to benefit
from the lively and interest-
ing discussions on black
issues, especially as they
relate to the Northwest. It
was recommended to the
Voice a couple of years ago
by Ed Thomas, who is a regu-
lar participant.

Famed jazz

trumpeter at
Whitworth

Byron Stripling, who
has been compared to Louis
Armstrong and Dizzy
Gillespie by leading music
critics, will be performing
with the Whitworth College
Jazz Ensemble, which has
won first place at the Lionel
Hampton Jazz Festival three
times in the last four years.

The Saturday, Nov. 11 8
pm performance in the
Cowles Auditorium on the
Whitworth campus will
feature New Orleans bebop
style jazz. Tickets are $10 at
the Whitworth Music
Office, at the door, or from
G&B Select-A-Seat
(509) 325-SEAT.
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Children’s Church
Church of Truth 29:00& 11:00am
Special Teen Programs
Unik&’isawayoflifeﬁmtbadsm at11:00am
health, prosperity, happiness, and Wednesday Programs
peace of mind. Discover Unity's at7:00 pm
positive, practical Christianity. Browse through our
Rev. J. Ronald Jones mj‘:ﬁ"cgm'f
Senior Minister NS L

2900S. Bernard * Spokane, WA » 9203 *838-6518
Prayer Requests call 624-2700 semail: friends@unityspokane.com

= Asset Preservation
& Disability Planning
» Medicare and Medicaid
» Guardianships and Trusts
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ning Council

Members Spokane Es
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Cértfied as Elder Law

i . Sayre * Karen L. Sayre
Hichats & Y 4 : : “Attorncys by the
Natiohal Elder Law

I'11 West Cataldo, Suite 210
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now that's a beautiful sight.

The bus gives her the independence to get out and go

wherever she wants. To the store, to her friend’s house, to volunteer
at the hospital. That's what's beautiful.

www.spokanetransit.com
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JOBS

i TN
N them that
o you saw
it in the
AA Voice

African American Voice Rate Card

PMB #145 2920 S . Grand Blvd. Spokane WA 99203

Call Ms. Spano (509) 535-6686

DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES
Camera ready only

NEW open rate $8.10 per column inch.

Community Colleges of Spokane is an equal opportunity/ affir-
mative action employer and as such, ensures that all per-
sons shall have equal employment opportunities regard-
less of race, color, religion, gender, national origin, age,
marital or veteran status, the presence of a nonjob-related

medical condition or disability, or any other legally pro- 1/8 page 8.12 col. in. $66 W7.97" xH8.12"
tected status. W19"x H8.12" W 10" x H6.5"
We are actively recruiting for a number of full-time facul- Raplesments it gl e o
i St ok g e Training Services W594" x H2.7" W10"xH13"
ty, administrative and classified positions. We also main- 2 "
tain employment pools for various part-time positions Persons with Disabilities M dexialin i s
ployment po p P . W 10" x H 1.624" W21.25"xH 13"
Employment opportunities are dposted on our web site at Ex-Offenders, V4 page 16.25 col. in. $132 T
http:/ / ccs.spokane.cc.wa.us and also are listed on the fol- General Public W3.92"x H8.12 R rlratz ke gt
Iowmg employment ]Ob lines: Y x ;'9;., X II:II 5'31,, We have new mechanical requirements
. ? xH4. l6 because newsprint paper prices were|
W 10" x H 3.25" increased and our printer changed the size of|

e 1/2 page 32.5 col. in. $263 the paper. The printing area will be 10" x 13"
For Classified Jobs: (509) 533-2013 e W 5.94" x H 10.83" This resulted in a slightly wider column and a

For Faculty and Administrative Jobs: (509) 533-2263 : sl papsy.

e PHONE
TTY Job Line: (509) 533-7483 747-3071 MECHANICAL REQUIREMENTS

for appointment

THIS MAY BE YOU!

We prefer ads to be sent email in EPS format to rlloyd@cet.com.
We will accept ads on floppy or zip disks, MacIntosh format, in
Photoshop or Pagemaker. High resolution hard copy also
acceptable.

Tabloid page is 5 columns wide

1 col3t. 19" 4col...7.97"
Are you tired of standing on the sidelines while your friends 2col ... 3.92" Scol .. T@¢
{ and family take advantage of the booming job market? Are 3col ... 594"
you under-paid or under-appreciated for the value that you I e

add to your employer? The Spokane African-American Voice is published monthly, at the

first week of the month. Deadlines for ads are the 4th Wed. of
the month. Circulation is 5,000.

If you said ‘yes’, then Volt Services Group, the
premier source for job placement in Spokane,
would like to hear from you!

Have the Best Employees!

Volt Technical Services is currently Volt Services Group is currently
recruiting for the following openings: recruiting for the following openings:

In fact, many of our employees
have been hired out by our client

Mechanical Inspectors
Mechanical/Weider
Soldering inspection
Maintenance Techs

Qualified candidates must be able to
successfully complete drug and
background checks.

N7

-Volt Technical Services
1121 N. Argonne Rd. Suite 111
.Spokane, WA 99212
(509) 891-7000
Fax (509) 891-8902
okaneresumes@yvoltse: .Com

EOE

Electronic Assembly
Soldering

Administrative Assistants
Accounting

Some positions require successful
completion of drug and background

checks.

Volt Services Group
1120 N. Mullan Rd. Suite 202
Spokane, WA 99206
(509) 891-8658
Fax (509) 921-2141

spokanc2@volt.com
EOE

www.voit.com

companies. We need more good
people!

We currently have long term, short
term, and contract-to-hire assign-
ments available.

Call Today!
No fees or contracts

)
umanix

PERSONNEL SERVICES

A Division of Humanix Corp.

8912353
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Keep your

Name

out in the
community
Advertise

Nurse Practice Administrator

Upcoming opening with Lakeland Village an agency
of the State of WA Dept of Social & Health Services
providing habilitation services for developmentally
disabled people. Provides overall direction for nursing
& clinical services and consultant to superintendent &
program directors. Oversees development of related
policies, procedures & graduate level education in
nursing or related field (with a BS in nursing). Salary:
Band 2, max of $62,286/yr. The State of WA is an
Equal Opportunity Employer. NOTE: Must be pre-
pared to deal with people who have behavioral, &/or
social problems.

Contact person Steve Kellen (509) 299-1989.
Resume/Letter of Interest must be received by
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11/27/00. E-mail Kellese @dshs.wa.gov.

Whitworth College seeks full-time
faculty and staff. To view current
openings and application proce-
dures, visit our Web site at
www.whitworth.edu/jobs

For more information, call JoAnn Fox at (509) 777-4413.

INLAND NORTHWEST HEALTH SERVICE‘;\

Inland Northwest Health Services, a
not-for-profit corporation, represents
the purposeful coming together of
several health organizations to pro-
vide collaborative health care
throughout our regional community.
For a current listing of job opportuni-
ties, stop by the Human Resources
office or send your resume to :

&

INHS - HR

312 W. 8th, Spokane, WA 99204
Equal Oppor‘unity Employer.

You can
advertise
in this space.
$8.10

per column inch

Call
Ms. Spano
535-6686

Many ideas. One goal.

When it comes to generating the best ideas, one thing is for sure—you never know
where they'll come from. Which is why we strive to surround ourselves with quality
people who bring a wide spectrum of backgrounds, perspectives and experiences to
work with them each day. Contact the Avista

Job Message Line at 509-495-4281 or visit
www.avistacorp.com for information.

Aviste Corp. is an Equel Opportunity Employer.
We are 1o Diversity in Qur Workpi.

NYSE: AVA

An Equal Opportunity
Affirmative Action Employer

WashingtonTrust Bank {j}

wWww.watrust.com

Diversity Recruitment Committee

1t's about people helping people

NETWORKING and LIVE RESUMES

What to Expect:

e A chance to network with
a variety of employers in the
Spokane area

e An opportunity to hear
what jobs are available from
employers

e A chance to sell yourself

“and your skills

Suggestions for conduct-
ing a live resume:
e Introduce yourself

- Give a brief description of

what you are looking for
(i.e., a clerical job, an engi-
neering job, an accounting
position, etc.)

~ Your career goals

(long term or short term)
* Bring copies of your
resume '

Guidelines

e Keep it brief

e Don'’t talk about personal
information, keep it ‘job
related

¢ Remember, this is an
excellent opportunity to get
connected with multiple
employers at once.

WE ARE EXCITED TO
MEET YOU!

e |f you are not comfortable
talking in front of a group of
people, you're not alone.
After introductions, the bulk
of the time will be spent
NETWORKING with compa-
nies in one-on-one conver-
sations.

Remember If someone
doesn’t have a job available
now, they might in the
future. Please be sure to let
any DRC member know if

" you get a job through these

= meetings. And feel free to
come back to future meet-
ings:

3rd Wednesday of each month
1PM

Career Path Services
905 N Washington

Suite 300 -
For more information call

Jeff Toney 891-2354
or Tony Beals 459-4106
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We Have Your
Replacement Tires

For Wilderness AT with

DOT Code VDHL & Firestone ATX
& ATX Il's - Size P235 75R15

NE UP
TU AL

SPECI

N

Lube, Oil, Filter,
Tire Rotation,
Battery Service
& 50 Point
Inspection.

24"

Offer good thru 11/1/00. Most vehicles.
4X4's and Diesels may be slightly higher.

Acyl.
$499>

Lube, Oil, Filter,

Tire Rotation,

Battery Service,
Radiator Drain & Fill
& 50 Point Inspection.

‘54"

Offer good thru 11/1/00. Most vehicles.
4X4's and Diesels may be slightly higher.

6cy|.
5649>

Quick Lane

Hours:
| l\gogrcri]at)gr;rgj:‘y Chrié Clark, Manager
Saturday 8 am-5 pm 909 S. Grand Avenue
No appointment Spokane, WA 99202
necessary Ph: (509) 444-4600

Lube, Oil,

Filter, Tire Rotation,
Battery Service,
Radiator Drain & Fill,
4 Wheel Alignment

& 50 Point Inspection.

99"

Offer good thru 11/1/00. Most vehicles.
4X4's and Diesels may be slightly higher.

8cy|.
57995

Grand
Ave.

8th Ave.
[Sacred Heart M.C. |

QualityCare

at your service
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